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samples gold was found in weighable quantities, varying from 3 to 13 milligrammes per ton. Liversedge,1 however, had previously found 2*03 grains of gold per ton of Stassfurt salt, 1-7 grains per ton in rock salt from Cheshire, and larger quantities in kelp and bittern. The form in which gold exists in sea water is unknown, and the problem of its profitable extraction is still unsolved in spite of much patient research.
Gold Ores.—Gold is obtained—(1) From quartz veins (also called lodes, reefs, or leads) in rock formations. In this division may be included replacement-deposits, disseminations in rocks, and also, for example, the marine deposits accumulated in shallow water, such as the conglomerates of the Transvaal. (2) From placers or the alluvial deposits of ancient and modern streams. Modern beach deposits and loose sands or gravels generally, may be included in this section.
One of the most striking differences between the ores of gold and those of all other metals lies in the extremely small proportion which the desired material bears to the worthless gangue with which it is accompanied. Occasionally hand specimens in vein stuff are found containing several per cent, of the precious metal, but these are of quite exceptional occurrence, and have not the slightest economic importance. The greater part of the vein gold now being produced is derived from ores containing only about one part of gold in seventy or eighty thousand, whilst, under exceptional circumstances, a yield of one part in half a million parts of gangue may give handsome profits. Placer deposits are usually much less rich than this ; the average amount of gold contained in those now worked does not exceed one part in one million, and in California deposits of gravel with only one part of gold in fifteen millions have proved susceptible of successful treatment by hydraulic mining on a large scale.
(1) Vein Gold.—In this case the metal, whenever it is present in visible grains or masses, has sharp angular edges, although it is usually not distinctly crystalline. It frequently penetrates the rock irregularly in various directions,, and is completely interwoven with, and attached to the matrix, usually quartz, so that the metal cannot be separated from the rock without crushing the latter.
The gold in lodes is sometimes in the form of crystallisations, which are, however, exceedingly rare, and crystals of gold are still probably unknown to most miners, although they occur more frequently in placer deposits. Arborescent branching and dendritic masses of crystalline gold are more common than single crystals in both quartz lodes and placer deposits. The crystalline forms met with have already been described, p. 10. In the Transylvanian lodes, gold occurs chiefly in thin sheets or plates, often as much as from half an inch to two or more inches in breadth. Buch platen are rarely thicker than a visiting card, and are generally covered with crystalline lines and markings, revealing a distinct geometrical structure. Gold also occurs in wire-like forms, sometimes penetrating crystals of other-minerals, such as calcite and dolomite.
It frequently happens that the gold in lodes, etc., is in a state of fine-division and is not visible without magnification.
The country rock with which auriferous quartz reefs are associated generally consists of slates or schists, especially hydromica and chloritic slates. Gold also occurs sparingly in similar veins in granite and gneiss.
1 Liversedge, J. C/iem. 8oc.t 1897, 71, 298.

